
Twisted tissue 

It seems a pity to unwrap a present a 
immediately condemn to the was 
paper basket carefully chosen a 
prettily colored tissue paper wr 
pings. 
It is true that used tissue paper 
not have quite the same p 
coloring and crisp texture as a 
new sheet. Tell-tale crease 
clearly indicate how the pap 
folded to cover the gift and, if 



tape was used to secure the package, 
c the paper may be torn in places. But f even creased, oddly shaped pieces of 

, 'tissue paper with jagged edges are 
' worth saving for use in a papercraft 

such as tissue jewels. 
Twisted tissue jewels are bright and 
gay-and far more durable than such a 
fragile paper suggests. They are simple 
to make and it is fun creating designs. 
If you wish, of course, you can use 
purpose-bought tissue paper to make 
these boldly beautiful jewel effects. 
But, providing you have a colorful 

' selection at hand, it is quite unneces- 
sary to buy tissue paper especially for 
this craft. Used tissue paper has the 
advantage of being cost free and is, in 
fact, the ideal material-because the 
techniques involved in making tissue 
jewels include cutting, tearing, 
crumpling and twisting the paper ! 

Basic jewel shapes 
There are only two basic jewel shapes 
-'stones' and 'strings'. 
'Stones', irrespective of size, are 
always made by the same method. 
First a piece of tissue paper is screwed 
up and rolled between the palms into 
a ball shape (fig. 1). 
Wrap the tissue paper ball tightly in a 
piece of tissue just large enough to 
encase it completely (fig.2). 
Then cover the ball with a larger piece 
of tissue. Pinch and twist the ends of 
this piece of tissue to form a neck, 
having spread the inside of the neck 
paper with a little clear general- 
purpose adhesive (fig.3). 
When the adhesive has completely 
dried, snip off the neck with a pair of 
sharp scissors and slightly flatten the 
ball in the palm of your hand to give it. 
a domed top and a flattish base (fig.4). 
This is to make the 'stone' easier to 
mount onto the surface to be decorated. 
'Strings', whether long or short, are 
always made by the same method. It is 
difficult to make successful 'strings' 
using strips of tissue over 23cm (9") in 
length, but the effect of a longer 
'string' can be achieved by butting two 
or more 'strings' end to end when 
mounting the jewels. 
Cut a piece of tissue paper to the 
length desired, making it 2.5cm-6cm 
(1-2+") wide. Fold the long cut edges 
toward the center (fig.5). 
Moisten the forefinger and thumb of 
both hands with a little water and 
twist the strip of tissue into a string 
(fig.6). Work slowly and carefully from 
one end of the strip to the other always 
keeping the twisting movement in the 
same direction. 

Keep old gift wrappings and use them 
for tissue jewel effects--a bold and 
colorful papercraft the whole family 
will enjoy. 

1.  To make a stone, screw apiece d f  
tissue paper into a tight ball. 

Design effects 
Although there are only two basic 
jewel shapes, a variety of effects can be 
achieved. 
Large and small 'stones' can be mixed 
with 'strings' to create interesting 
geometric patterns or to make simple 
colorful pictures. Use 'stones' alone, 
adding a few sequins here and there for 
a touch of sparkle if you wish. 'Strings' 
can also be used alone to produce a 
rich, textured look: groups of many 
colored strands closely aligned can 
be built up into lovely abstract designs 
similar to Mexican yarn collage or 
Florentine einbroidery. 

2.  Cover the ball with tissue paper 
just large enough to encase it. I Decorative ideas 

Stick vour tissue iewels onto solid 

3. Cover with a second, larger piece 
of tissue paper. Spread a little 
adhesive inside the tissue 'neck' and 
twist to hold in shape. 

4 .  When adhesive is completely dry, 
snip o f f  the 'neck' and flatten the 
'stone' base. 

5 .  For a 'string', fold long edges of 
tissue strip inward. 

bases to make a whole host of delight- 
ful gifts, jewelry items and decorations. 
(Some of the suggestions given here 
involve re-cycling old containers so, 
if your tissue paper is second hand too, 
your costs will be minimal.) 
Tissue jewelry is ideal for fancy dress 
and theatrical props-and elegant 
enough for sophisticated party wear. 
Make jewelry durable by spraying with 
protective clear varnish-two or three 
thin coats are more effective than one 
thick one. 
Flat cardboard shapes, pierced and 
threaded with a loop of colorful yarn 
or thread, can be decorated with tissue 
jewels to make cheerful Christmas 
tree decorations-more original, 
cheaper and less easily broken than 
store-bought glass baubles. 
Use decorated shapes for mobiles too, 
or mount them onto jewelry findings 
to make fun brooches, drop ear-rings 
and pendants to hang on chain necklets 
or key rings. 
Old tin cans (with rough edges filed 
down) can be decorated to make 
charming pencil or cigarette holders. 
A really large can could be transformed 
to make an attractive wastepaper 
basket or, with the correct electric 
fitting, a lamp base. 
Plastic cosmetic jars and tubs can be 
treated in the same way to make pretty 
containers. If they are very light 
weight, prevent containers from top- 
pling over by partly filling them with 
sand or pebbles covered with a false 
bottom made from a piece of cardboard. 
Cover matchboxes with tissue jewels- 
to use for matches or keeping. stamps 
or hairpins. 
Decorate bought or home-made card- 
board boxes (see Paper chapters 12, 13 
and 14, pages 422, 478 and 506 for how 
to make boxes) for special gift presen- 

h tation, or fill with sand or pebbles to 
8 make them heavy, seal well and use as 
2 ~a~erweieh t s  or book ends. 

A - 
6. ~ ~ i ~ ~ ~ ~ f ~ ~ ~ f i ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  and thumbs Cheap, plastic mirror frames can be 

and twist the strip. brightened with tissue jewel decora- 
tions. So can old picture frames, but 



v 
reniim~er that tissue decor 
difficult to remove without 

I the original surface-so c 
5cm (2") your frame is not a valua + before embarking on such a 

hand measurement + 2cm ($"I - To make a bangle 
A crown or ring could be made by 
same method but on a larger or sma 

7. Measurements for card board 6mrn($j3 scale. 
bangle must allow for seam overlap. I You will need : 

A piece of stiff cardboard. 
5cm(2") Tissue paper in an assortment of bol 

and pastel colors. 
Clear general-purpose adhesive. 

6mm($$ f A bottle. 
Tape measure and ruler. 
Pencil and paper clips. 
Scissors and a pair of tweezers. 

9. Stick tissue around the bangle and Polyurethane spray varnish. 
over top and bottom edges. 

t. I7 Mark the overlap on ends 
cardboard. Then, to join into a 
spread a thin coat of adhesive o 
inner surfaces of the overlap. 

When the adehsive is sticky form t 
strip into a ring, overlapping the glue 
ends by 2cm ($"'. , 

8. Hold glued seam in place with 10. Draw a thread of glue on the 
paperclips and leave to dry. bangle and stick 'stting' onto it. 

Spread the whole outside of 
bangle with a thin even coat of adh 
and spread a little adhesive on 

over the top and inside 
(fig.9). Dan% worry if a fe 
appear in the tissue paper. 

'issue jewelry is bright and gay--and surprisingly durable if varnished. 



Old cardboard boxes and usea 
tissue paper are easily transformea 
into a decorative and useful desk set. 

I 
tly onto the bangle. before gluing. Quickly re-twist them When the bejeweled bangle is quite 

you are using 'stones' and into shape. Don't apply adhesive to the dry, spray inside and out with clear 
gs', stick the 'stones' onto the 'string' but apply a thin thread of it varnish. Spray lightly (the dyes in 
e first. Spread the underside of to the bangle, drawing the thread in tissue are inclined to run if the paper 

' thinly with adhesive and, the desired pattern (fig.10). Then press gets very wet) and, when dry, give a 
, press firmly into position the 'string' into position along the second coat. 
e. glue line. Use tweezers, if required, to For greater durability later, add a 
may need to be re-rolled help position the 'string'. third coat of varnish. 
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